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GENERAL COMMENT FORMGENERAL COMMENT FORM  

 
 
We are interested in your thoughts about the SR-12 Environmental Assessment from Boulder to 
Escalante.  Please take a few moments to answer the following questions.   
 
 Live /  
In which community do you: Own Property?  Work?  

(Please mark all that apply) 
Escalante     
Boulder      
Henrieville 
Cannonville 
Tropic     
Bryce 
Panguitch     
Torrey      
Other_________________________ 
 
 
 

How would you describe yourself? 
 
  Resident 
                     Rancher/Farmer  
                    Commuter 
                    Community Member 
                     Local Government Representative 
                     Business Owner 
                     Organization or Group Representative 
                     Recreationalist 
          Other_________________________  

     
   
 
 
How do you travel along SR-12?  (Mark all that apply) 
 

      Passenger Vehicle 
      Bus 
      Truck 
      RV / Motorhome 
      Agricultural Vehicles (Equipment) 
      Bicycle 
      Pedestrian 
      Other _________________________  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What resources are most important to you along SR-12?  (Mark all that apply) 
                            
                              Wetlands 
                              Water Quality 
                              Vegetation 
                              Fish and Wildlife              
                              Threatened or Endangered Species 
                              Visual Resources 
                              Cultural Resources 
                              Other (please explain)_________________________ 
 
 
How would you describe your experience traveling on SR-12? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What concerns, if any, do you have regarding SR-12? (i.e. safety, maintenance, visual, road 
conditions, signage)  Please explain and provide as much detail as possible including locations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are your ideas for possible solutions on SR-12? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you been involved in the previous SR-12 studies? 
 
                                         Yes                                           No  
 
 



If you would like to be on the mailing list,  
please provide your contact information. 

 
Name: __________________________________ Representing: ___________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ Phone: _________________________________ 

City/ZIP: ________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

 
For more information, please contact:  
Kim Clark, P.E. 
H. W. Lochner  
Phone:  (801) 262-8700 or Fax:  (801) 262-8885 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
H. W. Lochner, Inc. 
Attn: Kim Clark 
310 East 4500 South, Suite 600 
Murray, Utah 84107 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please tri-fold before mailing 

Place
stamp
here

Project Information 

Over the years, SR-12 has been the subject of  several corridor studies conducted by the 

Utah Department of  Transportation (UDOT) and the Five County Association of  

Governments.  UDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are now focusing 

on a 28-mile section of  SR-12 (milepost 60 to milepost 88) between Escalante and Boulder.   

The goals of  this environmental assessment are to: 

 

¾ Balance the needs of  the different modes of  transportation on SR-12 

¾ Provide for safety needs while preserving human and natural resources 

¾ Define solutions that are consistent with the natural environment 

 

Over the next three years an environmental assessment for safety improvements will be 

prepared for this section of  SR-12. 

 

It is important to involve the community, the users of  the corridor, as well as other 

interested parties in this study. We therefore invite and welcome any comments or 

concerns you may have.  Please take a moment to fill out this comment form so we 

can have a better understanding of  what is most important to you. 
 

For more information or to express your ideas about the SR-12 Environmental 

Assessment, please visit our web site at www.udot.utah.gov/sr-12 or contact the  

SR-12 Team at 801-262-8700. 
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Summary of Comments from Boulder  
 

 
Total comment forms received: 25 
 
Number of Residents: 21 

Rancher/Farmers: 7 
Commuters: 1 
Community Members: 13  

  Local Government Representatives: 1 
  Business Owners: 7 
  Organization or Group Representatives: 2 
  Recreationalists: 6 
  Other: 1 – School bus driver 
   3 – Student 
   1 – Landscape architect 
 
Number of: Passenger Vehicles: 24 
  Buses: 6 
  Trucks: 11 
  RV/Motorhome: 
  Agricultural Vehicles: 
  Bicycles: 4 
  Pedestrians: 6 
  Other: 2 – Horse 
   1 – Heavy Equipment 
 
 
Most important resources: 
Wetlands: 11 
Water Quality: 15 
Vegetation: 15 
Fish and Wildlife: 14 
Threatened and Endangered Species: 13 
Visual Resources: 21 
Cultural Resources: 14 
Other: 1 – Remove junkyard and abandoned house near RP 88 
Other: 1 – Preserve the sight, sound and smell of the area 
Other: 7 – Safety 
Other: 1 – Cows 
Other: 3 – Nighttime light pollution 
Other: 1 – A safe road 
Other: 1 – Wilderness and noise 
 
 
Written comments regarding experience traveling SR-12: 
Exciting 
Excellent, perfect from RP 88 to Torrey but from RP 88 to Escalante the road needs to be resurfaced 
Great during winter due to the lack of tourist traffic 
Scenic, beautiful – with a few exceptions such as abandoned property 
A unique road that should remain as is 
A pleasant and relaxing drive except when behind a slow moving truck or RV 
It’s remote, beautiful, and not typical 
The most beautiful over and over again 
Very pleasant 
Some of the planets most beautiful scenery 
One of a kind, magnificent 
It’s breathtaking 
Awe-inspiring 
It’s the most beautiful road in all the land 

 



Beautiful 
Rode a school bus on it for six years when it was still a one-lane dirt road and have driven the school bus for 30 years 
Great in the winter – in the summer the traffic is really heavy for the size of road 
Love every inch of the road 
Travel two times a day to get to and from school – sometimes four times 
Very good with no problems with traffic, safety, or large vehicles 
There is very little or no problems with bicycles – if bicycle paths are built, then bicyclists with come and then there will be a problem 
Most colorful and scenic drive in the world 
Awesome – almost a spiritual experience, especially Boulder to the overlook 
Dangerous when tourists stop in the middle of the highway when overawed by the view 
 
 
Written comments regarding concerns on SR-12: 
Visual  
Road Conditions 
RV Congestion – can’t pass them, can’t see around them, they don’t go the speed limit, they block views, take up too much parking 
space when they do pull out, excessive asphalt maintenance is needed where they pull over 
Barriers – safety barriers are ugly, visually obstructive and totally ineffectual, the barriers above Calf Creek are totally useless and 
they obstruct a stunning view of the canyon, plus they give a false sense of security 
Safety – slow moving tourists not looking at the road 
Too much traffic if the road is improved 
Not enough turnouts on uphill sections 
Concern that widening the highway will only invite more tour buses and large RVs 
Safety will be reduced with an influx of large vehicles – do nothing to encourage more oversized traffic 
Improvements that will change the visual experience drastically would not be good 
Safety is an issue bit not primary - people tend to be more cautious on this stretch as it requires a bit more attention 
Any visual improvements need to be aesthetic 
The speed limit through Boulder is way too fast and there are no sidewalks 
Concerns about the impact of construction on the landscape and environment 
Stay as is – no guard rails, no lights 
Bicycles are a safety problem because the road is not wide enough to accommodate them 
People not familiar with road drive too fast, and there aren’t any guard rails 
Safety – the motorhomes don’t dare use the pullouts to let other cars by or they pull off to the side regardless if there are blind turns 
It’s perfect the way it is 
Needs some reflector lights 
Safety, signage, and maintenance 
The speed limit changes constantly and is too high in some areas (60 mph) – due to cows and horses on the road, the speed limit 
should be 30-40 mph 
There is too much trash on the road 
Safety 
Visual 
What alterations and changes does UDOT want to make? 
What are the cumulative impacts of these alterations? 
Noise is an issue, several spots in the road are not safe, no room for bicyclists 
Safety: beware solutions that increase traffic speed 
Maintenance: should be good quality and subtle – not excess blacktop as along Hogsback pullouts – it’s a mess 
Visual: improvements need to be sensitive in order to preserve landscape quality 
Road conditions: beware over-engineered solutions 
Signage: needs to be simplified to minimize clutter and preserve best views 
 
 
Written comments regarding possible solutions to SR-12: 
Emphasize in literature that the road is potentially hazardous, particularly for persons who are not familiar or comfortable with driving 
large vehicles (RVs) in windy conditions, winding roads, narrow shoulders, etc. 
Put up posts or chains as a safety barrier so as not to obstruct the view 
Provide a few more pullouts – not necessarily full-blown scenic overlooks – so vehicles can safely get off the road 
Keep signage to a minimum and make sure its placement is not obstructive 
People are more inclined to drive safely if they feel they are somewhat at risk.  The more barriers, signage, etc., the more likely they 
will speed or pass recklessly. 
Widen road in certain places 
Property cleanups 

 



No large signs 
Turnouts 
Passing lanes 
More turnouts – a passing lane would change the character of the road too much 
Need acceleration and deceleration lanes at entrance to Lower Calf Creek and some realignment of that access driveway 
Regarding the Hogsback: no shoulder widening and no guardrails, too visibly obtrusive – keep the Hogsback just as it is 
A warning sign prior to the Hogsback letting people know what to expect 
Aesthetically compatible improvements i.e. small stone walls instead of metal rails 
Keep it low impact 
Make the changes a landscape art project 
Reduce speeds 
Maintenance is critical 
More law enforcement 
More signs 
The entire road needs to be widened so there is a four-foot shoulder outside the white line on both sides of the road, more guard rails 
are needed, turns need banking, the whole road needs an asphalt lift, more pullouts, turns need straightening 
Bigger pullouts 
No streetlights 
Wider roads and shoulders – a few passing lanes 
Speed limits lowered, wider roads, more turnouts, and bigger reflectors 
Widen road and fix potholes 
More turnouts for slow tourists 
Quit promoting it as a tourist highway and bicycle route 
Development will promote more development 
Limit deer/elk habitat enhancement along the entire SR-12 route 
End cattle grazing along the entire length of Highway 12 on public lands – they are a danger and no benefit to the general public 
Correct steep grades, sharp curves, more scenic pullouts, and lack of shoulders – make room for bicyclists and hikers 
More pullouts and encourage large/slow vehicles to use them 
Very subtle sensitive design treatment – not drawing attention to the highway, but enhancing the landscape experience 
Keep narrow, winding roads to slow traffic and preserve the adventure of this unique highway 
The Hogsback needs particularly sensitive treatment so tourists know where to stop, but keep in low-key and natural looking 
 
 
Number involved with previous studies: 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Summary of Comments from Escalante  

 
Total comment forms received from Escalante: 30 
 
Number of Residents: 22 

Rancher/Farmers: 4 
Commuters: 5 
Community members: 9 

  Local Government Representatives: 
  Business Owners: 6 
  Organization or Group Representatives: 5 
  Recreationalists: 6 
  Other:  1 – Highway 12 property owner 
   1 – Retreat operator for out-of-state visitors (not a business) 
   1 – Federal Employee 
   3 – Student 
   1 – Tax Payer 
 
Number of: Passenger Vehicles: 26 
  Buses: 11 
  Trucks: 17 
  RV/Motorhome: 2 
  Agricultural Vehicles: 2 
  Bicycles: 2 
  Pedestrians: 6 
  Other: 2 – Van  
 
Most important resources: 
Wetlands: 8 
Water Quality: 13 
Vegetation: 13 
Fish and Wildlife: 17 
Threatened and Endangered Species: 9  
Visual Resources: 18 
Cultural Resources: 13 
Other: 1 –Access to hiking trails, camping areas, and back roads to natural beauty areas  
 5 – Safety 
 1 – Air Quality 
 
Written comments regarding experience traveling SR-12: 
It’s a wonderful opportunity 
Exciting 
Unsafe on a bicycle – needs wider shoulders 
Beautiful but dangerous 
Always enjoyable, spectacular scenery, gives great pleasure 
Great 
Ok 
Very well traveled 
Grateful for the engineers who developed this tough piece of terrain – would like to see it widened for bicycle use and for easier 
passing, more turn outs and historic/scenic markers 
One of the most remote and beautiful drives in America 
Spectacular scenery – the road is a very important part of the experience of the rugged and desolate area.  It needs to be as user 
friendly and as safe as possible 
Good except for a bike ride from Escalante to Head of the Rocks and back where I was nearly clipped by a van with large side mirrors 
going 65 mph 
It hasn’t been very bad 
Visit an average of once a month 
Very scenic 
Travel the road often 

 



Long and get carsick from all the turns 
It’s a beautiful drive until you get to the Hogsback – then it is scary 
It’s better than it has ever been but it is still treacherous 
Scenic but dangerous – sometimes discouraging because of recreational travelers and bicycles in narrow areas and on sharp curves 
Great – one of the most beautiful drives in the country, would hate to see it change in any way 
Good experience year round, quiet, easy to pass slow-moving vehicles where prudent, plenty of time to notice bikers, it means a lot to 
live in a county with a small, slow-traveling route such as SR-12 
Love it and never tired of traveling the “most scenic” road – it was part of the reason we moved to the area 
 
 
Written comments regarding concerns on SR-12: 
That state organizations will change the road – it fits the purpose and shows or demonstrates the toughness of our settlers 
Safety – no rooms for bikes 
The four-lane freeway through the center of Escalante – it needs to be reduced to two lanes to slow down traffic 
Safety issues such as speed and the lack of turning lanes or pullouts 
Inadequate signage entering Escalante from the west – visitors come around the bend at 50 mph and suddenly there is a town with 
greatly reduced speeds 
Please keep it unfettered and undeveloped, pretty much the same as it is with some improvements to the barriers – make them blend in 
with the sandstone, some shoulder work and a minimal bike lane – preserve the natural/historical aspects 
Safety for bicyclists  
Passing RVs or diesels on the narrower roads 
Hell Backbone is very steep and shouldn’t be as winding 
Please make roads bigger and put rails around the road 
Make roads wider 
More signage for trailheads, back roads, etc., Hogsback needs to be widened – perhaps by lowering the level of the road, more 
turnouts, need guardrails 
Noise and motorcycles 
Traffic is too fast through Escalante – it is very dangerous 
As a bicyclist the current problem is the lack of shoulder 
Chip seal is rough on road edges 
It can be dangerous – there have been quite of few wrecks on the road 
Safety – need reflectors on the signs, need constant speed limits, and more turnoffs 
Sign in upper valley needs a reflector, change speed limits to more reasonable speeds – both faster and slower 
Safety – a lot of visitors come through and don’t know how to drive the road and they are a danger to locals 
Maintenance is key 
Tourists are too slow and constantly walking in the road 
Increase speed limit in upper valley 
The road is inadequate for the traffic – it was built to carry mail, bring freight, and go visit for the weekend, not for hundreds of folks 
from the flatlands  
No shoulders, narrow road, steep grades, no passing, slow traffic 
It is a very safe road, especially compared with multi-lane roads, if the road is widened, people will drive faster and more accidents 
will occur – not to mention the damage to the existing natural landscape if the road is widened. 
It is a perfectly good road and should be left as is until 2050 
Because a bicyclist was killed on SR-12 by a passing truck, the concern for the safety of bicyclists is great – hopefully bicycle lanes 
can be provided all along the corridor where ever possible, which will enhance the “destination tourism” aspect 
 
 
Written comments regarding possible solutions to SR-12: 
Add a bike lane 
Turn lanes, passing lanes 
Slow down traffic through Escalante by making the roadway two lanes instead of four with angle parking and a turn lane or planters in 
the middle 
A sign with flashing lights advising drivers of reduced speeds in Escalante and fewer lanes through Escalante 
Work with landowners and stakeholders to keep this All American Road one of the best in the country – it must be about the 
experience of a national treasure 
Wider roads 
Straighten out turns and add rails across very high portions of the road 
Widen roads near new visitors center, speed markers at lease 1 mile out of the east and west ends of Escalante warning people to slow 
down, three lanes instead of four, a four-way stop at Center Street and Main street with cross walks, radar patrolled warning signs 
through town 
Noise enforcement, rock retaining walls in most critically dangerous areas, more turnouts, more interpretive stops for tourists 

 



Consider any measures to slow the traffic down through Escalante 
Widen asphalt 18”– 24” on each side to allow for bikes 
Don’t chip seal past white line – leave smooth asphalt on shoulder  
Widen road, add passing lanes, widen shoulders, more turnoffs, and fix potholes 
Widen shoulders near Calf Creek – it’s very narrow 
Wider road with more pullouts 
Extend culverts in fills, widen shoulders (mp 60.9, 61.4, 61.8, 62.2, 63.8, 64.2, 66.6, 85.7, 85.9, 87.8), turn lanes (62.9, 69.8. 75.6, 
81.4), cuts that hold ice (68.8, 70.8), realign road and new overlook (71.5, 74.5, 76), passing lanes (westbound – 69.4 to 70.5, 73 to 
73.6, eastbound – 76.8 to 77.4, 78.4 to 79), fix sharp turn (70.9, 76), widen rock cuts (73.6 to 73.8, 74.6, 76.1, 77.7, 78 to 78.4), new 
guard rail (73.9, 74 to 74.2), retaining wall (75.4, 78.1), cut off hills and widen road (79 to 79.2, 79.4 to 80.1) 
Keep it as it is, at most, put more signs for “slower traffic use pullouts,” place information about the roadway for motorhomes, 
bicycles, and tourists in literature to yield to motorists and use the pullouts 
There are no problems with the road 
At the turnout near MP 70, directional/guide lines need to be painted on the road to guide tourists back onto the road correctly – a few 
years ago a motorhome went on the wrong side of the road and smashed into and killed a motorcyclist coming up the hill where there 
is no visibility 
 
Number involved with previous studies: 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Summary of Comments from Henrieville  
 

 
Total comment forms received: 1 
 
Number of Residents: 1 

Rancher/Farmers: 1 
Commuters:  
Community members: 1 

  Local Government Representatives: 1 
  Business Owners: 1 
  Organization or Group Representatives:  
  Recreationalists: 1 
  Other: 
 
Number of: Passenger Vehicles: 1 
  Buses:  
  Trucks: 1 
  RV/Motorhome: 1 
  Agricultural Vehicles: 1 
  Bicycles:  
  Pedestrians: 1  
  Other:   
 
Most important resources: 
Wetlands:  
Water Quality: 1 
Vegetation: 1 
Fish and Wildlife: 1 
Threatened and Endangered Species:  
Visual Resources: 1 
Cultural Resources:  
Other:  
 
Written comments regarding experience traveling SR-12: 
Scenic and wild 
 
Written comments regarding concerns on SR-12: 
Safety and maintenance, deficient pavement, narrow shoulders, turnouts needed, soft shoulders 
 
Written comments regarding possible solutions to SR-12: 
Fix the areas of concern 
 
Number involved with previous studies:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Summary of Comments from Huntington  
 

 
Total comment forms received: 1 
 
Number of Residents: 1 

Rancher/Farmers:  
Commuters: 1 
Community members:  

  Local Government Representatives:  
  Business Owners:  
  Organization or Group Representatives: 
  Recreationalists:  
  Other: 
 
Number of: Passenger Vehicles:  
  Buses:  
  Trucks: 1 
  RV/Motorhome: 
  Agricultural Vehicles:  
  Bicycles:  
  Pedestrians:  
  Other: 
 
Most important resources: 
Wetlands:  
Water Quality:  
Vegetation:  
Fish and Wildlife:  
Threatened and Endangered Species:  
Visual Resources:  
Cultural Resources:  
Other: 1 – Timber and grazing 
 
Written comments regarding experience traveling SR-12: 
Slow, crooked, and dangerous 
 
Written comments regarding concerns on SR-12: 
Up-grade where possible 
 
Written comments regarding possible solutions to SR-12: 
Widen and straighten the road 
 
Number involved with previous studies:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Summary of Comments from Panguitch  
 

 
Total comment forms received: 4 
 
Number of Residents: 4 

Rancher/Farmers: 2 
Commuters: 1 
Community members: 2 

  Local Government Representatives: 1 
  Business Owners: 1 
  Organization or Group Representatives:  
  Recreationalists: 4 
  Other: 
 
Number of: Passenger Vehicles: 4 
  Buses: 1 
  Trucks: 4 
  RV/Motorhome: 1 
  Agricultural Vehicles: 
  Bicycles:  
  Pedestrians:  
  Other:   
 
Most important resources: 
Wetlands: 1 
Water Quality: 1 
Vegetation: 1 
Fish and Wildlife: 4 
Threatened and Endangered Species:  
Visual Resources:  
Cultural Resources:  
Other: 1 – It’s the only route to Escalante from Panguitch 
 
Written comments regarding experience traveling SR-12: 
Narrow road – hazardous to travel 
OK 
Beautiful 
Dangerous and narrow in some spots but generally enjoy traveling the road 
 
Written comments regarding concerns on SR-12: 
Narrow road, blind turns, bike travel, no shoulders, need for passing lanes 
Safety – there is a need for better shoulders for tourists to pull off and more passing lanes 
Narrow roads, dangerous curves, bicycle hazards 
The road is too narrow with very few places to pass slow vehicles 
Bike tours on this road are very dangerous 
 
Written comments regarding possible solutions to SR-12: 
Bike lanes, widen/build shoulders, straightening turns, more pullouts, passing lanes 
Less environmental control – more local control 
 
Number involved with previous studies: 2 

 
 
 

 



Summary of Comments from Tropic  
 

 
Total comment forms received: 2 
 
Number of Residents: 1 

Rancher/Farmers: 1 
Commuters: 
Community members: 1 

  Local Government Representatives: 2 
  Business Owners: 1 
  Organization or Group Representatives: 
  Recreationalists: 1 
  Other: 
 
Number of: Passenger Vehicles: 2 
  Buses:  
  Trucks: 1 
  RV/Motorhome: 
  Agricultural Vehicles: 1 
  Bicycles:  
  Pedestrians:  
  Other: 
 
Most important resources: 
Wetlands:  
Water Quality: 1 
Vegetation:  
Fish and Wildlife: 1 
Threatened and Endangered Species:  
Visual Resources: 2 
Cultural Resources: 2 
Other:  
 
Written comments regarding experience traveling SR-12: 
Enjoyable 
A wonderful experience – so much to see and do 
Traveling it for 40 years, maintaining it for 24 years and never tire of its beauty 
 
Written comments regarding concerns on SR-12: 
If bikes are to be allowed on SR-12, there needs to be a wide enough shoulder for them 
Shoulders need to be wider 
Make Calf Creek Bridge safer 
Turnouts 
Widen road in some places 
Improve road base and asphalt 
 
Written comments regarding possible solutions to SR-12: 
Eliminate bicycle travel on SR-12 
Road needs to be widened at the Hogsback and barriers need to be placed 
Fix areas of concern – improve safety for the traveling public and those who have to work on the road 
 
Number involved with previous studies: 1 

 
 
 

 



Summary of Letters Received  
 

 
Total letters received: 13 
 
 
Comments regarding concerns with SR-12: 
Difficult for those traveling on it for the first time 
Not enough pull-offs for tourists 
Fix the shoulders where they drop-off 
Fix potholes and bumps 
Possible bike lanes 
Wider shoulders 
Wider lanes 
Tourists make traveling this road complicated and dangerous 
The shoulders are very narrow 
It is very dangerous 
UDOT needs to make the road wider so it is safer for locals and tourists 
The road needs to be used for driving, not parking 
It needs more passing lanes 
Better maintenance is needed 
More guard rails around sharp corners 
Something needs to be done about falling rocks 
Speed limit signs should be changed to more appropriate speeds to help the flow of traffic 
 
 
Comments regarding experience on SR-12: 
Don’t do anything that will alter the scenic view or the historical memory of the road 
My experience with SR-12 is usually favorable 
Tourists drive too slowly and down the center of the road – that makes it very dangerous 
The scenery on the highway is very beautiful 
Make only changes that preserve the environment and scenic views 
Don’t make the road wider – Highway 12 is beautiful and some people come to this area just for the scenery 
Making the road wider would ruin some of the road’s beauty 
 
 
 

  
 

 



SR-12 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
COMMENT FORM 

 
 
What do you consider to be the most important need(s)?       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does the summary of possible solutions on the previous page fill your important need(s)?  If not, do 
you have other possible solutions to add?     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any additional comments for the SR-12 project team to consider?  
 
 
  

SR-12 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
COMMENT FORM 

 
 
Please take a few moments and let the project team know if the summary on the Project Update Spring 
2005 captures your thoughts of the SR-12 corridor.  Are we missing anything?  Be specific in your 
answers and, if possible, pinpoint exact locations. 
 
Has your experience on SR-12 been captured?  Do you have 
anything to add or elaborate on?  When thinking about your 
experience, please take into consideration the context or setting 
of SR-12, including the following: 
 
� Physical Area 
� Natural Environment 
� Community Values 
� Historical Events 
� Cultural Characteristics 
� Economics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What experiences within the SR-12 corridor are important to maintain and/or improve when 
developing and evaluating alternatives ? 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are there any additional concerns or needs you would like to add that are not included in the summary 
on the Project Update Spring 2005?  Please be as specific as possible including locations, if appropriate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Context of 
SR-12

Are we missing anything?

Q ui e t

Scenic

BeautifulHistory

Experience

Tribal Culture

Creamery Route

Can y o n s

Museum
Country Solitude

Emotional
Tourism

See . . . So Far

Great Driving
Mountains

Sl o w

Home

Mule Trails

Speechless

Dangerous Walk to Experience

Ranchers
Big

Awe

More than a Road

Archaeology

Cultural ValuesPetroglyphs

Quality of Light



If you would like to be on the mailing list,  
please provide your contact information. 

 
Name: __________________________________ Representing: ___________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ Phone: _________________________________ 

City/ZIP: ________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

 
For more information, please contact:  
Randi Shover or Kim Clark 
H. W. Lochner  
Phone:  (801) 262-8700 or Fax:  (801) 262-8885 
sr-12@hwlochner.com 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
H. W. Lochner, Inc. 
Attn: Randi Shover 
310 East 4500 South, Suite 600 
Murray, Utah 84107 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please tri-fold before mailing 
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SR-12 Comment Form 

 

It is important to involve the community, the users of  the corridor, as well as other 

interested parties in this study. We therefore invite and welcome any comments or 

concerns you may have.   

 

We have prepared a brief  and general summary of  the comments we have received 

to date (See Project Update Spring 2005).  Please review the summary and complete this 

comment form so we can better understand what is most important to you.   
 

For more information or to express your ideas about the SR-12 Environmental 

Assessment, please visit our web site at www.udot.utah.gov/sr-12 or contact the  

SR-12 project team at 801-262-8700 or sr-12@hwlochner.com. 

 

 

 

ESCALANTE TO BOULDER 
 

SR-12 Environmental Assessment 
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Summary of Comments from Comment Form #2  
 

 
Total comment forms received: 19 
 
What experiences within the SR-12 corridor are important to maintain and/or improve when developing and evaluating 
alternatives?  
Safety, low impact, conformity to the natural wilderness 
Maintain the views 
More pull-offs to take in scenery  
Scenery, remote, quiet 
Widen shoulders for better safety 
Facilities at trailheads and improved parking 
Shoulder widening for bicyclists should not be considered for this section in isolation from the entire length of SR-12.  Shoulder 
widening should only be considered in the context of the entire length.  There is concern that this segment will receive undue attention 
– though somewhat unique, this section is part of a much larger context and should be treated as such.  
Preserve the visual impact of the area as viewed from SR-12 
Environment and natural habitat 
The simple beauty if the road as it winds through the rocks 
Keep commercial development out 
Keep the original communities small 
Keep out big business and large unsightly homes 
UDOT needs a new designation, Heritage Route, which would include the following critera 1. Use of the road for pioneer and early 
transportation 2. Pristine views still intact during the heritage years 3. Route close to original 4. Travel character close to original (not 
straightened for high speed travel) 5. Recreation and tourism key aspects to designation All these are important to me, I want to know 
that I can have the same experience I have now or better when I travel this route.  Work more closely with the BLM and GSNM. Their 
master plan forces more people along this route. This route will become or has become the defacto high traffic area for GSNM. In 
order to preserve the character of this route, the GSNM should be approached to center the majority of the traffic elsewhere.  
SR-12 is a passage into a wild and special place 
Design barrier to minimize obstruction of views if possible 
Biking – keep all scenery elements 
Exciting, beautiful, scenic, unique, magnificent, awe-inspiring, and enjoyable – bit scary in some places due to drop offs and sharp 
turns but if driven at proper (low) speeds, it’s not dangerous or treacherous  
 
 
Are there any additional concerns or needs you would like to add that are not included in the summary on the Project Update 
Spring 2005?  Please be as specific as possible including locations, if appropriate. 
A more natural color to the highway that would blend in with nature 
Not sure the curves need to be straightened – the road appeal is how is winds and weaves through such an incredible area 
The river is a great resource as a park and trail 
Additional scenic pullouts and roadside displays increase the number of potential vehicle conflicts and detract from the visual quality 
of the area.  With the advent of the new visitor’s center, information about the road could be presented to interested travelers.  
Facilities exist at each end of the segment where road guides could be obtained – it should be incumbent upon the landscape to explain 
itself with signs – encouraging people to stop at visitor centers also helps get other info to travelers and reduces sign clutter (and 
vandalism of displays) and doesn’t reward “leapfrogging” – speeding on to the next signed pullout. 
Do not add safety barriers.  The road is beautiful.  Do not add more signs – they are unsightly.  Do not straighten curves or add passing 
lanes.  Maybe add bike path and 1 to 2 pullouts for slower traffic.  Let the cattle graze where they need to.  Perhaps a sign or two at 
pulloffs stressing the importance of preserving the area as it is now. 
Maintaining the cultural heritage, look, and feel of the road as is. 
Consider a sign at Torrey to let drivers know there are sharp curves and 14% grades ahead 
Add 4-foot shoulders everywhere you can 
Providing access to the scenic values in the area is the most important purpose of SR-12.  Without SR-12, few people could 
experience the wonders of the area.  Any changes should be considered only if the scenic values are not impaired. 
Much of SR-12 is a narrow and winding road with fairly extreme grades (14%) in places.  Travel by larger RV’s and travel trailers can 
be difficult, bordering dangerous – add signs that outline the nature of the challenges ahead in Torrey and Cannonville to warn people 
of what to expect and even suggest that folks driving larger rigs consider alternate routes 
 
 
 
 



 

 
What do you consider to be the most important need(s)? 
Wider shoulders for bicycle safety from Escalante to Boulder 
An actual bicycle trail would be the ultimate dream 
Safety for all 
Safety to travelers 
Bike safety – add lanes or an adjacent path to totally separate the bikes from the traffic 
Pullouts – more to eliminate tourists stopped halfway in the road 
Passing lane – where possible without ruining the feel of the road or environment 
Life-supporting physical improvements: shoulder width of 6 feet and rest stops with water 
Wider bike shoulders or path 
Maintain the nature of the road 
Need to consider the safety of all users including RV’s bikes, hikers, and the locals 
Maintain the roadway in its original alignment – don not straighten curves by blasting and rerouting.  Better patrol and enforcement 
will help safety – vehicle speeds tend to be excessive, reducing safety margin.  Compare with Highway 9 through Zion.  Speeds are 
kept much lower to improve safety and driving experience.  Lower vehicle speeds will also improve bicycle safety.  Because workers 
travel between Escalante and Boulder, and because they’re likely to travel faster, perhaps alerting cyclists to this reality is warranted.  
Some morning and evening hours see more of this vehicle traffic. 
Limit and/or control off-road vehicles as a means of lessening environmental impact and limit eliminate noise pollution 
Widen road for better bicycle access and separate bike path where possible 
Improve road surface, add signs reminding motorists of cyclists on the road 
Preserving it as it is now (all of it – towns, roads, physical environment.  Better yet, like it was 10 years ago.  Stop businesses from 
expanding, stop local trails from becoming roads 
Preserving scenic views and historical values – it really is interesting that the road was built so late, relatively speaking, need not to 
straighten, but keep surface in good shape. 
No. Other solutions would be to have a toll booth at both ends of the route fees would go to the GSNM and shared with UDOT to 
maintain the heritage route. 
Minimize impacts to the area and keep people and wildlife safe – prevent water pollution 
Wider shoulders or bike lane 
Preservation of the scenic values is by far the most important 
 
 
Does the summary of possible solutions listed in the Project Update Spring 2005 fill your most important need(s)?  If not, do 
you have other possible solutions to add? 
Alternative bike route(s) out of auto travel 
Yes, but add that signage needs to be attractive – safety information signage can be improved 
4 foot bike lane on each side of the road – this would add a safety feature for motorists as well as give a clear path for any cyclist, the 
wider path would ensure their safety and encourage more usage – which is inevitable on this national scenic road 
Bike lane on  shoulder is critical 
Yes 
Escalante Main Street is the beginning of the segment from west to east.  Many residents would like to see Main Street re-striped to 
one lane with better parking and a left turn lane through town.  Slowing travelers through town could help slow travelers and could 
provide incentive for folks to stop.  If no new interpretive signage and production of a guide brochure is implemented, travelers 
unfamiliar with the road could be informed of road conditions and concerns.  Giving people a reason to slow down would help safety.  
A CD/cassette audio guide could also be produced, narrating the corridor and encouraging people to slow down to the pace of the 
narration. 
Do not change anything 
Don’t like the heavy concrete barriers that you can’t see through – UGLY, would prefer steel that rusts on wooden posts like they use 
in national parks 
Normally I know that development helps to preserve a place. National Parks are an example. But in this case, development of the road 
will negatively impact the heritage and character of the experience, so the only solution to me is to limit the traffic by not improving 
and keeping the route twisty, narrow, and as it. 
Remove Kiva Koffeehouse signs – allow one sign at the entrance 
Agree with “add turn offs/pullouts (a few), reduce posted speed limits”, disagree with “widen shoulder and/or roadway” and “add 
passing lanes, add a bike path/lane” 
Do not consider adding lanes, widening road or straightening curves.  Any such changes would involve disturbances that would impair 
the scenic values.  Lower speed limits would eliminate any need for this sort of change.  This is a trip that should be driven more 
slowly and savored, not rushed through. 
Adding passing lanes to allow for faster travel to proceed in areas where there is adequate space would be fine, also adding pullouts 
for viewing scenery wherever space permits 
 



 

 
 
Do you have any additional comments for the SR-12 project team to consider? 
Slow traffic down on Highway 12 through Escalante.  Make the study area beginning point on the west side of Escalante 
I think you are headed in the right direction – can’t wait to see the next phase, thank you for taking the time to bring info to and 
involve the local citizens 
The cream cellar route is an historic trail literally carved out of the rocks by pioneers and should be designated as such 
It is critical to try and afford passing lanes for autos 
Please consider making the shoulder wider for bicycles 
No highway is completely safe.  When assessing safety needs, consider factors such as scenery distractions, people with unfamiliar 
rented vehicles, excessive speed on straight sections to make up for time lost on curvy sections.  Do not presume that changes to 
highway will influence these factors. 
Minimize, eliminate new development within view of SR-12 – including utilities, new dwellings, and structures 
Keep out mining, timber and oil.  Let cattleman/grazing co-exist, keep trail access remote and wild, preserve endangered species, 
preserve old buildings in Escalante 
This route is a gem – don’t ruin it by improving it – maybe it could develop a reputation like the Road to Hana on Maui, Hawaii so 
that drivers would self-select – or at least not expect it to be a quick trip 
Thank you for considering this route as a heritage route to be conserved as is and by working more closely with the GSNM on this 
important issue.  
RV’s and travel trailers probably shouldn’t be allowed at Calf Creek as there is not enough room and signs posted to this effect.  Use 
of guard rails should be kept to a minimum.  Signs for lower speed limits and even rumble bars in the road to alert drivers of 
upcoming curves or narrower areas could be added to eliminate risks.  If dangers do warrant barriers, use types that don’t block views 
(versus the concrete barriers near Calf Creek) 
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Comment Form 

Do you have any comments in regards to the following: 
Proposed additional right-of-way for a 200-foot corridor?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Proposed Calf Creek Bridge replacement? 
 
 
Proposed roadway stabilization at failing barriers and/or embankments?  
 
 
Proposed slow-vehicle turnouts? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed intersection improvements? 
 
 
Proposed roadway curve widening at narrow curve? 
 
 
Proposed signage?  
 
 

Contact Information: 
 

Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address:  
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Phone number: _________________________________ 
 
Email address: __________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about this meeting? ________________ 
 
� Please check if you do not want to be added to our project mailing 

 
If you’d like to mail in your comment form, please send 

to: 
 

 
Andrea Clayton 
HW Lochner 

310 E 4500 S Suite 600 
Salt Lake City, UT 84107 

 
*comments must be postmarked no later than 

 September 4th, 2009 
 

Do you have any other comments regarding the SR-12 Escalante to Boulder project? 
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